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and may compound the decision of many 
beekeepers not to go to California for 1985 
pollination. 


REGION FIVE 


Florida reports very little honey reaching 
a market other than the government. Time 
has proven that a big percent of Florida 
citrus is dead or will not bloom for some 
time. Other flora too dry. North Carolina 
sales slow, but supermarket sales might 
pick up now that fairs are over. Sugar still 
high in stores and may help honey sales. 


REGION SIX 


Kentucky weather cool and very wet. 
Feeding is taking place. Robbing has been 
a problem since summer. Sales are slower. 
Acarine surveying be'ng done. Mild 
weather in Tennessee and colonies still 
have brood. Feeding will be necessary. 
Sales still very low. 


REGION SEVEN 


Extended heavy rains during October in 
Texas broke drougth conditions in many 
areas. Bees brooding heavily then and us- 
ed much honey. Fail flows short and 
feeding necessary in some parts. Most 
migratory operators not returning to the Rio 
Grande Valley because of mite infestations. 
Retail honey sales very good. Sources of 
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local honey scarce because of government 
loan activity. Argentine honey available for 
46 cents per pound delivered. Canaaian 
clover/rape for 50 cents. Supply sales fair. 


REGION EIGHT 


Some commercial operators send over 50 
percent of colonies from Montana to 
California, the rest are wrapped or 
destroyed. Fall meetings related to acarine 
situation. Colorado early winter weather 
has tapered off to temps in the 60's. 
Moisture above 50 percent. Bees in good 
shape. Retail sales picking up. Retail sales 
good in Utah, too. Weather there warmer 
than usual. Fair weather in November in 
Arizona. Colonies active with adequate 
stores. 


REGION NINE 


Washington sales steady. Foot of snow on 
Nov. 1st. Bees mostly in good winter 
shape. California reports some 60 pound 
lots of honey sold to institition customers 
ate .64 cents/lb. Beekeepers disappointed 
at prices but glad to reduce inventory. 
Feeding starting in costal California. 


A Beekeeping Education 
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has been in their country only since 1982. 
Already beekeepers realize they can't sur- 
vive in honey production alone since the 
African bee is not very productive and its 
aggressiveness makes management so 


difficult. Beekeepers limit colony numbers 
to reduce “‘accidents”’ and because fewer 
sites are available to them. Bolivar hopes 
pollen and royal jelly will fill the void since 
the market is there for increased sales. 


The future remains unclear and few 
beekeepers are optimistic. Direct one on 
one teaching in a foreign language of 
technical aspects of beekeeping like pollen 
collection, royal jelly production, raising of 
queens and other topics was quite a 
chalienge. Beekeepers like Bolivar Apiarico 
have no where else to go for such instruc- 
tion. Hopefuly the African bee won't put 
them out of business and Bolivar will 
become a leader among the beekeepers 
of his area as they change and adapt to 
the African bee.O | 





